
 Pledge to Defend Civil & Human Rights 
 
Human Rights Activism is Not a Crime. 
Twenty-three (23) human rights activists in the U.S., including 7 Palestinians, are currently under subpoena to appear 
before a Grand Jury in Chicago, headed and controlled by U.S. Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald. The Grand Jury is a secret and 
closed interrogation conducted without media presence, judge supervision or the right to an attorney. The basis of the 
investigation is the activists’ work to educate and organize for human rights in Palestine and Columbia, as well as 
protesting U.S. wars around the world. 
 

All 23 of the targeted activists have invoked their Fifth Amendment right and have chosen not to testify before the 
Grand Jury. The U.S. Attorney may now force these activists to testify or go to prison. Whether some are indicted or 
others are jailed for refusing to testify, the threat to our constitutional rights, including freedom of speech and assembly, 
is very real.  
 
PLEDGE:  
In solidarity with the 23, we will defend our constitutional rights of freedom of speech and assembly. We will 
stand up to any escalation of the attacks on human rights activists.  
 

We will join in the National Day of Protest when any of the 23 human rights activists are ordered to appear in 
front of the Chicago Grand Jury or indicted. 
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Organizer: Please scan and email completed pledge forms to defend_peoples_rights@uspcn.org  


